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In the middle of January Gandhi went to Rajkot and Porbandar
to meet his relatives. He always travelled third, dressed like a poor
passenger. He discarded his cumbrous cloak and white scarf, and wore
a shirt, a dhoti and put on a cheap Kashmiri cap.
At Wadhwan, an intermediate station, Motilal, a noted public
worker and a tailor by profession, met Gandhi, and acquainted him
with the hardships the railway passengers had to undergo, as a
result of the notorious Viramgam customs.
"Are you prepared to go to jail?" Gandhi asked abruptly. "We will
certainly go to jail, provided you lead us/3 replied Motilal. "As
Kathiawadis, we have the first right on you, of course we do not mean
to detain you now, but you must promise to halt here on your return
journey. You may trust us to respond as soon as you summon us."
Wherever Gandhi went about in Kathiawad, he heard complaints
about the Viramgam customs cordon. He collected and read the
literature available on the subject, convinced himself that the com-
plaints were genuine, and opened correspondence with the Bombay
Government. "If it had been in our hands, we should have removed
the cordon long ago," Governor replied. "You should approach the
Government of India." The private secretary of Lord Willingdon
deplored Gandhi's reference to the launching of the satyagraha in
a speech which he had delivered at Bagasra, in Kathiawad. "This
was no threat/' said Gandhi. "It was educating the people. It is my
duty to place before the people all the legitimate remedies for
grievances. A nation that wants to come into its own ought to know all
the ways and means to freedom. Usually they include violence as the
last remedy. Satyagraha, on the other hand, is an absolutely non-
violent weapon, I regard it as my duty to explain its practice and its
limitations to the people. I have no doubt that the British Govern-
ment is a powerful government, but I have no doubt that satyagraha
is a sovereign remedy."
Gandhi communicated with the Government of India but got no
reply beyond an acknowledgement. It was only when he had an
occasion to meet Lord Chelmsford, later in 1917, that redress could
be had. Within a few days of this interview, the Viramgam customs
cordon was removed.
Gandhi hardly stayed a month in Kathiawad. From Rajkot, he
proceeded to Bolpur to meet his Phoenix disciples and his friends.
He and Kasturbai arrived at Santiniketan on February 17, but